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Synopsis

The destruction of the Armenians of the Ottoman Empire in 1915-16 was the greatest atrocity of
World War I. Around one million Armenians were killed, and the survivors were scattered across the
world. Although it is now a century old, the issue of what most of the world calls the Armenian
Genocide of 1915 is still a live and divisive issue that mobilizes Armenians across the world, shapes
the identity and politics of modern Turkey, and has consumed the attention of U.S. politicians for
years. In Great Catastrophe, the eminent scholar and reporter Thomas de Waal looks at the
aftermath and politics of the Armenian Genocide and tells the story of recent efforts by courageous
Armenians, Kurds, and Turks to come to terms with the disaster as Turkey enters a new
post-Kemalist era. The story of what happened to the Armenians in 1915-16 is well-known. Here we
are told the "history of the history" and the lesser-known story of what happened to Armenians,
Kurds, and Turks in the century that followed. De Waal relates how different generations tackled the
issue of the "Great Catastrophe" from the 1920s until the failure of the Protocols signed by
independent Armenia and Turkey in 2010. Quarrels between diaspora Armenians supporting and
opposing the Soviet Union broke into violence and culminated with the murder of an archbishop in
1933. The devising of the word "genocide," the growth of modern identity politics, and the 50th
anniversary of the massacres re-energized a new generation of Armenians. In Turkey the issue was
initially forgotten, only to return to the political agenda in the context of the Cold War and an
outbreak of Armenian terrorism. More recently, Turkey has started to confront its taboos. In an
astonishing revival of oral history, the descendants of tens of thousands of "Islamized Armenians,"
who have been in the shadows since 1915, have begun to reemerge and reclaim their
identities.Drawing on archival sources, reportage and moving personal stories, de Waal tells the full
story of Armenian-Turkish relations since the Genocide in all its extraordinary twists and turns. He
looks behind the propaganda to examine the realities of a terrible historical crime and the divisive
"politics of genocide" it produced. The book throws light not only on our understanding of
Armenian-Turkish relations but also of how mass atrocities and historical tragedies shape

contemporary politics.
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Customer Reviews

"This magnificent book is the ideal introduction to a difficult subject. Historically rigorous but also full
of compassion, it will educate the expert as well as the curious beginner. Highly recommended for
Turks, Armenians, and everyone else." --Stephen Kinzer, author of Crescent and Star: Turkey
Between Two Worlds"Finely researched and elegantly written, Tom de Waal’s historical travelogue
is an empathetic guide to how Armenians and Turks can ease the century of pain and conflict that
succeeded the genocidal Ottoman destruction of the Armenian presence in Anatolia in 1915."
--Hugh Pope, author of Turkey Unveiled: a History of Modern Turkey"Great Catastrophe is a frank,
honest, humane effort to understand the events surrounding the Armenian Genocide and its
aftermath. Thomas de Waal writes with empathy and respect for the various contending narratives
while avoiding an equivocating 'balance’ that dishonors the events and the victims themselves.
Meticulously researched and scrupulously fair, it attempts to comprehend and recount for a broad
audience the complexity and pain of the MedZ Yeghern in the hope that average Turks and
Armenians might continue the process of recognition, repentance and reconciliation that will allow

them both to heal and be redeemed." --Michael Lemmon, Former U.S. Ambassador to Armenia

Thomas de Waal is a writer and scholar on the Caucasus and Black Sea region and currently
Senior Associate at the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace. He is the author of three
books, including The Caucasus: An Introduction. Previously, de Waal worked as a newspaper and

radio journalist in London and Moscow.

A fascinating read that shows the reader all too clearly how an event’s history and histories can
shape the event itself, long after it has taken place. Impeccably researched, sensible and wise. A

must-read for anyone trying to understand the terrible events of 1915, and the region today.



It is great introduction into the new topic of a huge historical importance. You get a brief review of

the history of the region and advise on what to read to research more.

Got it and am loving the book. den

This is a great book to read as we approach the Centennial of the Armenian Genecide. Much has
been written about the events of 1915, but this book is more about what has happened since then,
over the last hundred years. It sheds light on the changing dynamics between Armenians and Turks
and also on the dynamics between Eastern, Western and Diaspora Armenians. It is a very timely
read by an author who is very familiar with the Caucasus Region. A number of years ago | read a
book by him on Chechnya, just after the first Chechen War with Russia (1994-6). He definitely

knows the region.

Surely there are more detailed books on this topic. But if you never read anything about it, it is a

very good starting point!

Product as described, fast shipping, thank you!

Everyone should read it.

Thomas De Waal is a superb and fair-minded writer who is able to engage the reader’s attention on
a very complicated and emotionally charged subject, especially this year, 2015, the centennial of
the horrific "Armenian genocide." This book will be worth the effort the author put into it if it helps to
bring about a just peace, especially for the million plus Armenian victims of the "ethnic cleansing"
campaign of the Ottoman Turks.
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